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2004 Youth Suicide Rate Jump Is Biggest in 15 Years
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A new report1 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reveals the largest single-year

increase in the youth suicide rate in 15 years. Between 2003 and 2004, the suicide rate for 10-19-year-olds

rose 14%, from 4.15 to 4.74 per 100,000 people. The rate increase follows a decline of more than 35%

between 1990 and 2003, from 6.40 to 4.15 per 100,000 people. According to the report, the 2003-2004

increase is attributed to rate growth for three gender-age groups. The rate among females age 10-14 increased

by 76% (from .54 to .95 per 100,000), among females age 15-19 by 32% (from 2.66 to 3.52 per 100,000),

and among males age 15-19 by 9% (from 11.61 to 12.65 per 100,000).

Prepared by the Center for Health and Justice (CHJ) at TASC.     CHJ works to build, enhance, and sustain
strong and vibrant communities by promoting policies and practices that stop the cycle of drugs and crime.
We conduct research and evaluations, and offer policy analysis, trainings, and technical assistance in the
fields of health and justice. For more information, visit us online at www.centerforhealthandjustice.org.

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2007). Press Release: CDC Report Shows Largest One-Year Increase in Youth
Suicide Rate in 15 Years. 6 Sept. 2007. Retrieved September 14, 2007, from
http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/pressrel/2007/r070906.htm.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2007). Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS).
Atlanta, GA: retrieved September 19, 2007, from http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars/default.htm.
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1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2007). Suicide Trends Among Youths and Young Adults Aged 10-24 Years, United States,
1990-2004. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, September 7, 2007 / 56(35);905-908.


