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According to a new report published by the Center for Labor Market Studies (CLMS) at Northeastern 
University, almost 1 in 10 males (9%) between the ages of 16 and 24 years who had dropped out of high 
school were in jail, prison, or a juvenile justice institution on any given day in 2006-07. The rate among 
African Americans in this group, however, was two and a half times (23%) the overall rate. The rates among 
their racial/ethnic group counterparts were all significantly lower (7% among Asians, 6% among Hispanics, 
and 7% among Whites). Young African-American male drop-outs also experienced the highest jobless 
rate (69%) in an average month in 2008, followed by Asians (57%), Whites (54%), and Hispanics (47%). 
Additionally, male drop-outs from all racial/ethnic groups were 47 times more likely to be incarcerated 
and more than 4 times as likely to be jobless than their college-graduate1 peers during these respective  
time periods.

Incarceration and Jobless Rates Among Young 
Male Drop-outs Highest for African Americans 
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Prepared by the Center for Health and Justice (CHJ) at TASC. CHJ works to build, enhance, and sustain strong 
and vibrant communities by promoting policies and practices that stop the cycle of drugs and crime. We conduct 
research and evaluations, and offer policy analysis, trainings, and technical assistance in the fields of health and 
justice. For more information, visit us online at www.centerforhealthandjustice.org.
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